Celebrities Who Like Math

Ashton Kutcher
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At the beginning of his career, Ashton played the dumb card as dimwit Kelso on "That '70s Show," but in real life he was anything but. Before he got into acting, Ashton majored in biochemical engineering at the University of Iowa, with a goal of finding a cure for his twin brother's cardiomyopathy. But after winning a modeling competition, he dropped out of school to model and act. Apparently a life spent in labs just isn't as enticing as Hollywood. Go figure.
Michael Jordan
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Who are you calling a dumb jock? Not Michael Jordan! At the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, this basketball legend was a math major up until his junior year. Nowadays he just uses those math skills to count his hundreds of millions of dollars.

Ke$ha 
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Before she got into music professionally, Ke$ha was enrolled in an International Baccalaureate program in high school, excelling in physics and math, and after school was out, she would often drive to college to sneak into history lectures. When was the last time you broke the rules in order to attend more lectures than you had to? When her friends were probably heading to the park to drink box wine and smoke cigarettes, Ke$ha was learning for fun.

With an SAT score of 1500 back when that was only 100 points short of perfect, she was all set to attend the prestigious Barnard College when, according to her, music industry titans just called her up saying "Hey, be a pop star," to which she evidently replied "kk, fuk skewl lol."

Lisa Kudrow

(Friends)
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She played a spacey musician on the hit show “Friends”, but Lisa Kudrow is incredibly smart. She graduated from Vassar College with a degree in biology. And she briefly dated Harvard graduate and fellow celebrity geek Conan O’Brien.

Cindy Crawford

(Actress and supermodel)



The super model is also super smart! Cindy Crawford was her high school Valedictorian. She received a full-ride scholarship to study chemical engineering at Northwestern University. 

Tom Hanks

(Oscar award winning actor)



He’s an academy award winning actor, but all he really wanted to be was an astronaut. Hanks is on the Board of Governors of the National Space Society. He wanted to join the astronaut program but we’re pretty sure he was meant to be an actor. And hey, he got to play an astronaut in Apollo 13.

Now, whenever your kids complain about their math homework, tell them that even cool celebrities study math and science!

- See more at: http://www.dreambox.com/blog/10-secret-celebrity-math-learning-geeks#sthash.W7Qks0KS.dpuf

Natalie Portman: This embodiment of brains and beauty wants everyone to know "math is fun!" In fact, the Oscar winner loves the subject so much, she guest edited an issue of Scholastic Math magazine.
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Mayim Bialik: This math-lovin' mommy and Big Bang Theory actress earned her Ph.D. in neuroscience from UCLA. The über-intelligent former Blossom star was also accepted to both Harvard and Yale.
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Terrence Howard: The Iron Man star is a mere three credits short of a degree in chemical engineering from Pratt University. He says he hopes to finish it someday!
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Numb3rs' geek-friendly FBI agent Dylan Bruno (Colby) has a degree in environmental engineering from MIT. 
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Of course, some actors are equally well known for their work in the movies. Bridging the gap between television and film we have Rowan Atkinson, equally geek-beloved as Mr. Bean and Blackadder. Atkinson has a master's in electrical engineering from Queen's College, Oxford.
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Will Smith, for instance, is known to be a thorough math and chess nerd, but the rumor that he turned down MIT to pursue his Fresh Prince rap career is only that -- a rumor. 
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San Antonio Spurs center David Robinson received a BS in mathematics from the United States Naval Academy
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Ray Romano

You’d hardly guess it from his humorous roles now, but Ray Romano used to be a number cruncher. The comedic actor has a bachelor’s degree in accounting from Queens College in New York City. 
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It’s OKAY if you’re bad at math

1. Lots of famous smart, people were horrible at math. 

Inventor Thomas Edison was had trouble in school because he was said to be "too dumb," particularly when it came to math. But Edison went on to patent over 1,000 inventions, including the light bulb, making him one of the most famous inventors in American history. 

2. You can get by just fine in life without knowing the quadratic equation. 
While we certainly don't condone spacing out during first-period pre-calc, you can keep things in perspective by remembering that it won't hurt you too much in life to be bad at algebra or geometry. As long as you have the basic stuff down (and you don't plan to make a career in a technical or science-related field), you should be able to get by with subpar numerical skills. 

3. Math only makes up one-third of the SAT. 
Don't worry: You still have plenty of opportunity to bump up your score and show your stuff on the writing and verbal sections -- and if you're applying to a liberal arts college, they'll be paying most attention to those sections anyway. 

4. You can appreciate how amazing math is without being good at it. 
Look no further than these eight videos for proof of the awe-inspiring majesty of mathematics. 

5. Science and math smarts are just one type of intelligence.
The world needs mathematicians and engineers, yes, but it also needs writers, artists, teachers, social workers, and individuals with varying types of intelligence.  Get a foundation in all subjects and see what suits you best!

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/02/22/hey-its-ok-to-be-bad-at-m_n_2735207.html
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